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The Lost Art of Letters

A beautiful new Paddington 
Bear book, based on the 
original stories by Michael 
Bond with new illustrations 
by R.W. Alley, will help 
children discover the singular 
joy of writing and receiving 
messages in the post.

How do you feel when a letter drops though the letterbox onto your hall floor? 

Clearly, we don’t mean a bill or payment reminder (they make your stomach 

lurch!) but rather a letter from a friend or relative, a postcard from an exotic 

location or an invitation to a special event. We’re guessing you rather enjoy it; 

maybe you even feel excited. 

The art of letter writing may be in decline, but this is all the more reason to 

explore the activity with children, so they don’t miss out on the thrill we’ve all 

experienced each time an envelope or package has come through the door. 

Paddington’s Post is a delightful new publication aimed at children in Early 

Years and KS1 which celebrates the joy of sending and receiving letters. The 

book is an illustrated story containing envelopes of correspondence for children 

to open and read. Some of these envelopes contain letters, others greeting 

cards and maps. And to accompany this beautifully illustrated collection, we’ve 

created a Paddington-inspired resource pack for you, full of templates for 

classroom activities. 

Il
lu

st
ra

ti
on

s ©
 R

.W
. A

lle
y,

 2
00

7



2

Prepare your 
post office
To get your letter writing project off to 

a good start, set up a classroom post 

office and letter writing area. As is 

often the case in a teacher’s life, you’ll 

need to draw on friends, family and colleagues to supply you with bills and 

official looking letters: letters from friends and family, junk mail, fliers, 

invitations, greeting cards and postcards etc. It’s also a good idea to begin 

a collection of stationery (that’s not too hard, of course, because owning an 

inordinate amount of stationery is Teacher Rule #103). This would include 

paper and envelopes of varying sizes – suitable for letters from giants and 

invitations to fairies.

Ensure that surprise letters arrive in the 
post office from time to time, say from story 
book characters or from the headteacher. 
Doing this is certain to encourage children 
to write replies that they can post in the 
classroom postbox and even deliver to each 
other - perhaps from a battered old satchel, 
if you can source one. 

Illustrations © R.W. Alley, 2019
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Wish you were here 
In Paddington’s Post, Paddington both sends and receives 

postcards. Ensuring the classroom post office and writing area 

contain plenty of postcards is a great way to inspire young writers. 

As we all know, Paddington lives with the Brown family at 32 Windsor Gardens, 

London. And London is a place with lots of well-known sights suitable for 

writing about on a postcard. Why not consider asking Paddington to send 

a postcard (penned by you) to your class about one of the famous London 

landmarks he’s visited (we hear he’s willing to do this for the small fee of a 

marmalade sandwich)? Your children could then reply by sending him postcards 

about the places of interest in your locality – again, you can ‘dispatch’ the 

postcards on the children’s behalf. It could be the beginning of an ongoing 

correspondence between your class and the small bear with a blue duffle coat. 

In the pack:
Postcard templates for children’s  
writing, and templates you can use  
to create messages from Paddington. 

 

Illustrations © R.W. Alley 1999, 2017, 2018
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Put your stamp on it 
If you want your classroom post office to have an authentic 

feel, children will need to affix stamps to their letters before 

posting them in the classroom letterbox. Collecting stamps with 

children can be a fun way to find out about life in other countries, as 

the artwork often depicts people, animals and landmarks that represent the 

stamp’s place of origin (collections of used stamps can be purchased from eBay 

for just a few pounds). 

Royal Mail also regularly produces stamp collections to commemorate events, 

people and literary characters (including Paddington Bear) which you may wish 

to explore with children, and of course, you’ll want to draw children’s attention 

to the stamps in Paddington’s Post, which depict a Peruvian llama, the Queen, 

and a jar of marmalade. 

After looking at different stamps, encourage children to design their own, 

which you can then scan and print onto sticky labels for use in the classroom 

postage system. You could even sell these stamps to teachers and parents for 

use in the school Christmas postbox, 

with the funds raised going to charity 

or the school.

In the pack:
Illustrations of 
the stamps in 
Paddington’s Post, 
and templates to help children  
come up with their own designs. 
 

Illustrations © R.W. Alley, 2019
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Message in a bottle 
Paddington travelled from Peru to Great Britain as a 

stowaway on a ship. Whilst he was hiding, he wouldn’t have 

been able to send letters to Aunt Lucy, but he might have 

been able to send her a message in a bottle. 

To spark some excitement about writing messages, collect 

empty water bottles and remove the labels (be sure to 

arrange for the bottles to be recycled and to discuss this with the class). Write 

messages in the bottles in role as Paddington and hide them around the 

teaching environment. When children find the bottles, they should read the 

messages and reply. We’ve provided a lovely scroll resource for you and the 

children to write your messages on.

In the pack:
An authentic scroll template for  
your maritime messages. 

Look after this bear 
Depending on the children’s knowledge of the Paddington Bear stories, they may or 

may not know that when the Browns found him, Paddington was wearing a parcel 

label written by his Aunt Lucy that read: PLEASE LOOK AFTER THIS BEAR. 

Thank you. In response to this, ensure your letter 

writing area includes plenty of parcel labels so that 

children can write their own messages asking people 

to take care of different toys in the classroom.

In the pack:
A parcel label template 
that children can write  
on and tie to their toys.

Illustrations © R.W. Alley, 2007
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He’s in safe hands
As an extension to the parcel label activity, encourage your class to consider 

how the Brown family cared for Paddington, e.g. taking him home, providing 

him with a bed, feeding him, introducing him to friends and neighbours etc. 

and then introduce them to their very own Paddington Bear (they’re fairly 

inexpensive when purchased online). 

Think of ways in which you can look after Paddington 

at school, such as keeping him fit by taking him to PE 

lessons, making sure he eats healthy lunches in the 

school dining room and showing him where important 

places (such as Great Britain and Peru) are on the 

world map. Photograph these activities as reminders 

for the children and then model how to write a letter  

to Aunt Lucy explaining how you’ve looked  

after Paddington.

In the pack:
A letter writing template ideal for young 
children so they can write about how 
they’ve taken care of Paddington.

Illustrations © R.W. Alley 2007, 2019


